
CUSTOMS CONTROL AND FORMALITIES
FOR GOODS IMPORTED TO AND EXPORTED

FROM THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
BY MOTOR AND RAIL TRANSPORTATION

Consultant

Customs Expert

Editor

Translators

Design

Pre-Press

Amalia Kostanyan

Tigran Sargsyan

Kima Khachatryan

Varuzhan Hoktanyan
Marine Klyan
Sona Ayvazyan

Karen Mkrtchyan

Kristina Navasardyan

2002 Center for Regional Development/
Transparency International Armenia

Nalbandyan Street 5, Room 35,
Yerevan 375010 Armenia
Phone/Fax: (3741) 585578
E-mail: crd_ti@cornet.am

c



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CUSTOMS POINTS AND REGIONAL CUSTOMS HOUSES
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

CHAPTER I: GENERAL INFORMATION

CHAPTER II: IMPORT OF GOODS TO THE REPUBLIC OF
ARMENIA

CHAPTER III: EXPORT OF GOODS FROM THE REPUBLIC OF
ARMENIA

CHAPTER 4. BRIEF INFORMATION ON CUSTOMS PAYMENTS

APPENDICES

...................................................................4

..........................................................6

....................................................................................................................8

.................................................................................................................13

.......17

..........................................................................................................20

Organizations and Individuals.........................................................................................6
.....................................6

..............6

........................................................................................................................7
..................................................................7

Organizations...................................................................................................................8
Individuals........................................................................................................................8

...........................................................9
...............................10

....................................................10
...................................................................................................11

.......................................................................11
........................................12

...............................................12

Organizations.................................................................................................................13
Individuals......................................................................................................................14

......................................................................14
....................................................................................14

.............................................................................15
.........................................................................................15

.......................................................................................................17
..........................................................................................................17

................................................................................................................17
.........................................................................................................18

.....................................................................................................18
...............................................................................................................18
...............................................................................................................19

.................................................................................................19

Customs Formalities for the Imported and Exported Goods
Registration at the Regional Customs Houses of the Republic of Armenia
Documents Required for the Customs Formalities for Imported and Exported
Goods
Information Needed for Customs Control

Imported Goods with No Customs Payments
Goods Imported by Foreign Citizens in Commercial Quantities
Goods Exceeding Natural or Monetary Quantities
Transport Vehicles
Goods Requiring Special Permission
Goods Prohibited to Be Imported under Certain Regimes
Goods Requiring Mandatory Certification of Quality

Goods Requiring Special Permission
Goods Prohibited for Export
Vehicles Exported by Individuals
Export of Cultural Goods

Customs Duties
Customs Fees
Excise Tax
Excise Stamps
Value-Added Tax
Fixed Fees
Road Fees
Environmental Fees

- 3 -



1

2

Regional Customs Houses

Regional Customs Points for land transportation

Regional Customs Points for railroads
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Customs Point Jiliza
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CUSTOMS POINTS AND REGIONAL CUSTOMS HOUSES
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA



This brochure is prepared by the Center for Regional Development/Transparency

International Armenia within the framework of the joint project entitled “Promoting

Transparency at the South Caucasus Customs”. The project was funded by the Eurasia

Foundation South Caucasus Cooperation Program and implemented in cooperation with

the Entrepreneurship Development Foundation from Azerbaijan and the Association of

Young Economists of Georgia.

The brochure is aimed to enhance public awareness on issues related to customs

procedures and regulations. It is published in Armenian, Russian and English to help both

individuals crossing the Armenian borders as well as organizations involved in trade and

transportation of goods and vehicles. Similar brochures were also published in

Azerbaijan and Georgia to provide with relevant information concerning the customs

control and formalities in those countries.

Chapter I of the brochure contains general information about customs procedures related

to the import and export of goods and vehicles, as well as documents required for carrying

out customs formalities and control. Chapters II and III present more detailed information

regarding the above-mentioned issues. Chapter IV briefs readers on the customs

payments for transporting goods and vehicles. The unauthorized translation of the

customs control and formalities forms is presented as appendices. The customs

declaration for individuals (seeAppendix3) is the only officially translated document.

We hope that you find this brochure useful.

HAVE A NICE TRIP!
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CHAPTER I: GENERAL INFORMATION

Organizations and Individuals

Customs Formalities for the Imported and
Exported Goods

Registration at the Regional Customs Houses
of the Republic of Armenia

For the import (including temporary import) of goods, vehicles, things, property
(including the inherited one) and personal belongings:

the customs formalities for organizations are carried out at the respective
regional customs house according to the registration address of the
organization (see Appendix 1), during its working hours and in the designated
location (usually in the customs warehouses).
the customs formalities for individuals are carried out at the customs points
through which the goods are imported, except for non-accompanied goods
imported by the railway. The customs formalities of non-accompanied goods
imported by the railway are carried out at the respective regional customs
house according to the individual's residential address.
the customs formalities for transit goods are conducted in the designated
customs control zone.

For the export (including temporary export) of goods, vehicles, things, property
(including the inherited one) and personal belongings:

the customs formalities for organizations and individual entrepreneurs
(hereafter -”organizations”) are carried out at the respective regional customs
house according to the registration address of the organization, during its
working hours and in the designated location (usually in the customs
warehouses).
the customs formalities for citizens of the Republic of Armenia, foreign citizens
and persons without citizenship (hereafter -”individuals”) are carried out at the
regional customs house according to the individual's residential address or at
the customs point through which the goods are being exported, during working
hours and in the designated location.

Prior to initiating import or export activities, the organizations shall be registered at
the respective regional customs house. To be registered the following documents
are to be submitted:

an application form;
a copy of the organizational charter;
a copy of the state registration document issued by the appropriate agency;
a copy of the tax inspectorate form with an eight-digit registration number;
a statement of the organization's bank, registered in the Republic of Armenia,
on the current status of the organization's account (accounts);
a power of attorney document for a person representing the organization.

Upon receipt of the above-mentioned documents, the regional customs house
officials enter the name of the organization and its eight-digit taxpayer registration
number (TRN) into the automated system and transmit them to all border customs
points for updating the databases. Organizations not registered at the respective
regional customs house are not allowed to import or export any goods or vehicles.
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Documents Required for the Customs Formalities
for Imported and Exported Goods

Information Needed for Customs Control

Acustoms declaration in cases provided by the customs legislation.
A copy of the document on the get-up of goods (invoice of provider, contract or
any appropriate document replacing the contract), and, if this is not available, a
certificate on the acquisition of the good, submitted by the transporter of the
good. Individuals are required to submit the above-mentioned document only
for goods that are subject to further registration by the other state authorities.
A declaration on details of the customs value of goods in cases provided by the
customs legislation.
The main document for transportation of goods (merchandise shipment
invoice), except for cases defined as accompanied cargo by the Customs Code
of the Republic ofArmenia.
The originals of documents of non-tariff regulation provided by legislation
permit, license, certificate or quality certification document, resolutions, etc.
Apassport or other identification document.
A document verifying authorization granted to the person as required by the
Customs Code of the Republic ofArmenia.
Documents about customs payments.
Documents given to the declarer by the customs authorities for execution of
customs control, which have to be submitted or returned to the same or other
customs authorities (for example, the cargo manifest, filled on the name of the
consignee about the receipt of goods, which are not considered an
accompanied cargo).
Registration books, kept at the customs warehouses, free customs
warehouses and duty-free shops, as well as reports on the flow of goods
presented to the customs authorities by individuals, who received appropriate
licenses according to the customs legislation.
Receipts for acquisition of excise stamps and a report on their use for import of
the goods, which are levied by an excise tax and marked by excise stamps.
Other necessary documents, required by the law for cases when customs
privileges are applied.

Information on the terms of transportation of goods (transaction cost, basic
terms of the delivery, terms of the sale, and other arrangements related to the
transaction).
The exchange rate of the foreign currency used for the purchase of goods, in
effect at the moment of the submission of the customs declaration.
Determined customs regime.
Detailed information on transportation of goods within the framework of the
determined customs regime.
Name and address of the sender (exporter), and, in case of an organization, its
8-digit TRN.
Quantity of goods.
Number of cargo pieces.
Name and address of the receiver (importer), and, in case of an organization, its
8-digit TRN.
Name and address of the declarer, and, in case of an organization, its 8-digit
TRN.
Name of the exporting country.
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Name of the importing country.
Information about the means of transportation used for the carriage of goods
and passengers.
The customs value of goods.
The route of transportation of goods.
Classification of goods according to the Classification Code of Foreign-
EconomicActivities (CC FEA).
Weight of the good with and without the packing.
Quantity of goods, according to the additional unit of measurement of CC FEA.
Country of origin of the good.
Excise stamps obtained by the organization.
Documents required for non-tariff regulation.
Information on discharge of customs and tax payments.
Information on the flow of goods in the customs warehouses, free customs
warehouses and duty-free shops.

When goods are imported by organizations, the customs formalities are carried out
at the relevant regional customs house, upon the availability of the document of the
interior customs transit - cargo manifest (see Appendix 2). The customs formalities
are carried out at places designated by higher-level customs authorities, during wor-
king hours of the customs entities. Based on the written application submitted by the
transporter of goods to the State Customs Committee (SCC) under the Government
of the Republic of Armenia, and at his/her expense, the customs formalities can also
be carried out in another place (for example, within the territory of the organization)
and during non-working hours. The application shall mention the place and/or time
for customs formalities to be carried out as well as the reason for such request.
The inspectors at the customs point first install customs security measures (i.e. seals
on vehicles that transport goods), check the main documents accompanying the
cargo (merchandise shipment invoices) and collect road fees from the foreign
vehicles according to the regulations and rates established by the Republic of
Armenia Law on Road Fees. Then the above-mentioned cargo manifest is filled out
on the name of the receiver of the cargo- the Armenian organization, registered at
the appropriate regional customs house. One copy of the cargo manifest is given to
the driver of the transport vehicle.
Goods are transported to the territory of the customs warehouse specified in the car-
go manifest. The organization's representative shall appear at the respective
customs house within 10 days to finalize the customs formalities and make customs
payments.
The customs formalities for vehicles imported to the Republic of Armenia are carried
out in the same way as for the goods (see above). The officers of the customs point
fill out the cargo manifest for such vehicles in accordance with the established
procedure, using the cargo customs declaration (CCD), a copy of which is submitted
for registration to the State Motor Inspection of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the
Republic ofArmenia (SMI MIA).

The customs formalities for goods and vehicles imported by individuals shall be

CHAPTER II: IMPORT OF GOODS TO THE REPUBLIC OF
ARMENIA

Organizations

Individuals
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carried out at the border customs points. The Republic ofArmenia SCC can allow the
customs formalities for particular types of goods to be carried out at certain regional
customs houses or customs points. It is required that individuals crossing the border
of the country submit customs declaration (seeAppendix 3).

The law allows individuals to import the following goods with no custom payments:
goods that are considered accompanied cargo (for example, luggage, crossing
the customs border together with the individual; or arrived with a delay because
of reasons not depending on the individual; or lost or sent by mistake to another
place), which are not levied by import customs duty at a rate of 0%, with the total
weight that does not exceed 50 kg, and the total customs value that does not
exceed the equivalent of $500 USD inArmenian drams;
parcels sent from abroad, with total weight not exceeding 20 kg with the total
customs value equivalent to $100 USD inArmenian drams;
the same person has the right to use the privileges mentioned in the previous
two paragraphs once in 180 days. Exceptions are border trade fairs in Bagrata-
shen and Meghri established by the decisions of the Government of the Repu-
blic ofArmenia, where the same person can use these privileges once a month;
below-mentioned goods in the indicated quantities:

Imported Goods with No Customs Payments

Table 1
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1904 Products from cereals 5 kg

1905 30 Sweet pastry, wafer 5 kg

10 kg

Code according
to the CC FEA

02 Meat and by-products from meat

03

0301
0302 70

Fish, crustaceans, molluscs, and other water
invertebrates,
including fresh fish
caviar

10 kg

0,5 kg

Milk and dairy products
except for egg powder [dehydrated eggs]
including eggs

04
0408 11

0 407

10 kg

100

09 Coffee, tea, mate (Paraguayan tea) and species 1 kg

1206 00 Sunflower seeds 10 kg

15

1515 30 100

Vegetable oil, adipose, fats, products of their disintegration,
edible fats, animal or
vegetable wax

except for castor oil

08 Edible fruits, nuts, rind and peel of melons, gourds
and citrus plants

10 kg

5 kg

0,5kg

10 kg

16

1604 30

Products from meat, fish, crustaceans, molluscs,
and other water invertebrates
including caviar and caviar substitutes

1704
1704 10

Confectionery made of sugar
including chewing gum

10 kg
0,2 kg

18
1801

Cocoa and products made of cocoa
except for crude, crushed or roasted cocoa beans

5 kg

1902 Macaroni products 5 kg

Name of the Good
Natural

Quantities



·
personal belongings worn/carried by a person or carried in his/her hand
luggage that have no brand package, tags, the ones in the accompanied
luggage, as well as the ones that individuals possess at the moment of crossing
the customs border (except for the goods received as parcels);
personal property of individuals arriving for permanent residence;
property inherited by citizens of the Republic of Armenia (upon submission of
the appropriate documents on inheritance to the customs authorities);
foreign currency of any country in unlimited amounts.

The legislation provision states that foreign citizens shall fulfil the following steps in
order to import goods in commercial quantities:

submit a delivery contract concluded with the citizen of the Republic ofArmenia;
register as an entrepreneur according to procedures provided by the relevant
legislation of the Republic ofArmenia.

In case of non-compliance with the above-mentioned requirements, the customs
authorities prohibit the import of goods. The natural quantities of goods in
commercial quantities are presented inAppendix 4.

The following shall be considered while importing goods that exceed natural or
monetary quantities provided by the customs legislation:

in addition to the declaration, the individuals fill out and submit to the inspector
of the customs point the CCD (see Appendix 5). Only one denomination of the
goods is declared on the main list of CCD, and in the case there are more
denominations some additional lists are used (seeAppendix 5a);
after checking the filled out declaration and the CCD for correctness, the
inspector of the customs point fills out the relevant columns and authenticates
the declaration and the CCD with his/her individual seal;
then the inspector carries out customs examination of the goods. If the quantity
of goods being examined corresponds to the quantity stated in the CCD, the

Goods Imported by Foreign Citizens in Commercial Quantities

Goods Exceeding Natural or Monetary Quantities
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Watches and its parts
except for watches for civil aviation,
parts of watches

91
9104 00 100
9108, 9112, 9114

3

22 Beverages, spirits and vinegar

5 pairs

2 litres or
1 bottle if it
capacity is
more
than 2 litres

64
6406

Shoes
except for parts of shoes

2402 Cigars, cigarettes with truncated ends, cigarillos (thin cigars),
and cigarettes from tobacco or tobacco surrogates
including cigars,
cigarillos
cigarettes (with or without filter)

10
400
400

21
2102

Miscellaneous food products
including yeast

1 kg

Code according
to the CC FEA Name of the Good

Natural
Quantities



inspector fills out the documents required for customs payments: the order on
transfer of the customs payments to the state budget (see Appendix 6), and the
customs payments receipt (see Appendix 7). These documents are
authenticated by the personal seal of the inspector and given to the individual
for making customs payments;
if the quantity of goods being examined does not correspond to the quantity
stated in the CCD, the inspector draws up a statement that customs rules had
been violated;
for the non-tariff regulation of goods, the individual submits documents given to
him/her by the appropriate state authorities;
when needed, the state authorities of the Republic of Armenia also carry out
veterinary control of the imported animals, quarantine inspection of plants, and
sanitary and other types of control.

Vehicles transported by individuals are also subject to declaration. This applies to
the vehicles imported both under the regimes of “import for free circulation” and
“temporary import”. In such cases, along with the declaration one shall also fill out
the “Form of Permit for Registration at the SMI of Motor Vehicles Temporarily
Imported into the Republic of Armenia from Abroad” and “Registration Certificate for
Motor Vehicles Imported to the Republic of Armenia” (see Appendices 8 and 9),
depending on the customs regimes the vehicles are being imported under.
The customs formalities for transport vehicles imported for personal use are carried
out at the customs points, through which the given vehicle is brought into the country.
Only in the exceptional cases (for example, when there is incorrect or incomplete
information or there are erasures in documents) the customs formalities can be
carried out at the regional customs houses. In this case the cargo manifest is filled
out at the customs point and the customs formalities are conducted within the period
specified by the official of the customs point, but no later than 10 days from the date
of import.
The form of the registration permit and the registration certificate are filled out by the
official of the customs house in three copies, one of which is handed to the owner of
the motor vehicles or his/her authorised representative. The individual submits the
copies to the SMI of the Republic of Armenia Ministry of Interior for the registration of
the vehicle. Two other copies are kept at the customs point. Only the official of the
customs authority is allowed to make corrections on the forms, which should be
confirmed with his/her individual seal.
The customs formalities for the imported vehicle also require a registration certificate
and documents related to acquisition of the imported vehicle. For the regime
“temporary import” only the registration certificate is required.

The following goods require special permission while being imported to the Republic
ofArmenia:

weapons, cartridges (ammunition), parts and accessories to them, goods
included in the 8710 of the CC FEA (tanks and other self -
propelled fighting armoured cars with or without armament, their spare parts or
accessories) and subcategory 9306 of CC FEA (bombs, grenades, torpedo,
mines, rockets and similar means for fighting and their parts, cartridges,
other ammunition, shells and their parts, including shots and wads for
cartridges, as well as controlled medications and narcotics. They are

Transport Vehicles

Goods Requiring Special Permission

subcategory

- 11 -



transported according to special procedures established by the Government of
the Republic ofArmenia;
chemicals (for example, substances for pest control, rodenticides, fungicides,
herbicides, defoliants and substances for the regulation of growth of plants,
disinfectants and similar means, pre-packed in the wrapping for the retail sales
or presented as finished products, such as acid-processed ribbons, wicks,
candles, sticky ribbons for catching flies) intended to protect plants included in
the subcategory 3808 of CC FEA. Their transportation is carried out based on
the conclusions issued by the RAMinistry ofAgriculture;
medicine and pharmaceutical substances, the transportation of which is carried
out only on the basis of the import certificate issued by the RAMinistry of Health.
This restriction is not applied to:
bio vaccine, whey, diagnostic means utilized in the veterinary medicine;
medicine and pharmaceutical substances imported into the country and
provided by the course of treatment or for the personal use by the arriving
individuals. The amount of these substances should not exceed “ten
denominations, each in the amount of three one-time dosage”, if the necessity
for more amount of the medicine is not verified by a document;
medicine and/or pharmaceutical substances imported into the Republic of
Armenia by international organizations, foreign diplomatic and consular
representations, and their staff for personal needs.

The below-mentioned goods are prohibited for import to the Republic of Armenia
under certain regimes:

waste products of all types that are transported across the customs border of
the Republic of Armenia under the customs regime “renunciation of the
ownership right to the State benefit”, except for the waste products and goods
with the past expiration date imported on the basis of the positive conclusion of
the RA Ministry of Trade and Economic Development and the permission of the
RAMinistry of Nature Protection;
pornographic materials can be transported only under the “destruction” regime
with the consent of the transporter;
substances imported from countries that are not Parties to the Vienna
Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, as well as leaded gasoline (lead
content exceeding 0.013 gr/l; subcategories 271000340 and 271000360 in CC
FEA) cannot be transported under the customs regimes “import for free
circulation”, “import to the duty-free shop”, temporary import for processing”,
“temporary import” and “destruction”;
live animals and plants, which are not sources of incurable infectious diseases,
as well as items having cultural and archeological value cannot be transported
under the customs regime “destruction”.

Certain goods, depending on their application and nature, and imported by either
organizations or individuals require mandatory certification of their quality (see
Appendix 10). The customs formalities of the above-mentioned goods are carried
out under the customs regime “import for free circulation” only if these goods meet
the requirements of mandatory certification established in the Republic ofArmenia.
In accordance with mandatory certification rules, the imported goods are certified

Goods Prohibited to Be Imported under Certain Regimes

Goods Requiring Mandatory Certification of Quality
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either based on the framework of the national system of certification (i.e. a certificate
issued by the Armgosstandart, Republic of Armenia State Committee on Standards,
or any other entity authorized by the latter), or through recognition and re-registration
of foreign certificates. The Armgosstandart recognizes certificates of the countries,
with which it concluded agreements on mutual acceptance of certificates and results
of certification*.
Such goods are kept under the customs control until the declarer submits the quality
certification document issued by the authorized entities. Upon the permission of the
customs authority, the representative of the certification authority, in the presence of
the declarer and under the control of the official of the customs house, can examine
the goods, take samples and specimen (these are taken in minimal sufficient
amounts allowed by the existing official normative documents). A statement on
taking the samples and specimen is drawn up in three copies, and signed by the
representative of the certification entity, the authorized official of the customs house
and the declarer.
The quality certification document is filled out inArmenian, and its original, along with
customs declaration and other required documents, is submitted to the appropriate
customs authorities to carry out customs formalities and are not returned to the
declarer. The certificate is considered valid only in case there is “For Customs
Formalities” note in the part “Special Notes” made, the form is completely filled out by
the certifying authority and the certificate is authenticated with the seal and signature
of the authorized person.
The quality certification document is not required for goods which are imported as
accompanying cargo and are not levied with customs duty at a rate of 0%, with the
total weight that not exceeding 50 kg, and the total customs value that not exceeding
the equivalent of $500 USD in Armenian drams, as well as international parcels with
total weight that does not exceed 20 kg, and the total customs value that does not
exceed the equivalent of $100 USD inArmenian drams.

Both imported and exported goods are subject to customs formalities at the regional
customs house. Upon submission of the cargo customs declaration for the exported
goods, the inspectors of the customs authority check the declared information and
conduct customs examination of the declared goods. If the declared data
corresponds to the actual quantity of goods, the customs inspector punches
“Release is Allowed” note on the CCD. If the quantity of goods being examined does
not correspond to the quantity stated in the CCD, the inspector draws up a statement
that customs rules had been violated.
For the non-tariff regulation of goods, the organization submits the required
documents obtained from the appropriate authority to the officials of the customs
house.
When needed, the state authorities of the Republic of Armenia conduct veterinary
and sanitary control, quarantine inspection of plants, and other forms of control over
the declared goods.
The customs security devices (numbered customs seals) are installed on the cargo
compartment modules of transportation means carrying the goods. One copy of the
CCD is given to the exporting organization as the principal document to accompany

CHAPTER III: EXPORT OF GOODS FROM THE REPUBLIC OF
ARMENIA

Organizations
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the goods to the border customs point. The organization is given a 10-day period for
the actual export of the goods from the customs territory of the country. The CCD of
the exported goods, information on the means of transportation and the conditions of
the seals (whether they are damaged or not) are checked at the corresponding
customs point. Here the CCD is punched by “Cargo Arrived” note and, as a docu-
ment certifying the actual export of goods, is sent to the higher customs authority.
Only after complying with all the formalities, the goods are allowed to be exported.

While exporting goods the individuals enjoy the same privileges as while importing
them (see Table 1). The individuals can export any foreign currency in sum
equivalent to $10,000 USD. Export of larger amounts of foreign currency is permitted
only in the form of bank transfers. In all cases individuals shall submit the declaration
for individuals at the customs point (seeAppendix 3).
For the export of the goods with exceeding quantities, which do not require payment
of customs duties, individuals fill out both customs declaration and the CCD, sign
and submit them to the customs inspector (seeAppendix 5).
The exported goods are levied with the customs duty at the rate of 0% unlike the
imported ones. Furthermore, the relevant legislation stipulates a mechanism for
returning at the border to foreign individuals of the amount of the value-added tax
included into the value of the exported goods.

The following goods require special permission for export from the Republic of
Armenia:

cultural goods (see details below);
animals registered in the Red Book of the Republic of Armenia, for which the
decision of the RAMinistry of the Nature Protection is required;
goods of domestic production, which are subject to tariff and non-tariff
regulation, are re-exported to the third countries only based on the permission
of the RA Ministry of Trade and Economic Development (if the Republic of
Armenia has international agreements with those countries);
medicine and/or pharmaceutical substances, which can be exported from the
country only on the basis of an export certificate, issued by the RA Ministry of
Health. This restriction is not applied on:
bio vaccine, whey, diagnostic means utilized in the veterinary medicine;
medicine and pharmaceutical substances exported from the country and
provided by the course of treatment or for the personal use by the departing
individuals. The amount of these substances should not exceed “ten
denominations, each in the amount of three one-time dosage”, if the necessity
for more amount of the medicine is not verified by a document;
medicine and/or pharmaceutical substances exported from the Republic of
Armenia by international organizations, foreign diplomatic and consular
representations, their staff for personal needs.

The below-mentioned goods are prohibited for the export from the Republic of
Armenia under the customs regimes “export for free circulation”, “temporary export”,
“temporary export for processing” and “import to the duty-free shop”:

materials containing a state secret;

Individuals

Goods Requiring Special Permission

Goods Prohibited for Export
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unmarked alcoholic beverages, subject to marking with excise stamps
registered in the Republic ofArmenia.

The transport vehicles exported by individuals under the regime “export for free
circulation” are also subject to declaration. In such cases one shall fill out both
declaration and the “Registration Certificate for Motor Vehicles Imported into the
Republic ofArmenia” (seeAppendix 9).
Customs formalities of the personal vehicles are carried out in those customs points
through which they are being taken out.Arelevant certificate is filled out by the officer
of the customs house in three copies, one of which is given to the owner of the motor
vehicle or his/her authorized representative (the copies of which are submitted by
the individual to the SMI of the RA Ministry of Interior to take off the vehicles from
registers), and two other copies are kept at the customs point. Only the official of the
customs authority is allowed to make corrections on the forms, which should be
confirmed with his/her individual seal.
To carry out the customs formalities, one shall submit the registration certificate and
documents showing the way the exported vehicles were acquired (invoice bill,
purchase agreement, etc.).

A special procedure has been developed aimed at preservation of the cultural
heritage of the Republic of Armenia and at prevention of illegal export of the cultural
goods (see Diagram 2) and illegal transfer of the property rights on these goods*.
The export of cultural goods (see Diagram 1) of serial and mass production and
modern souvenir industry is performed without any restrictions**.
The Agency of Preservation of the Cultural Goods has been established within the
structure of the Republic of Armenia Ministry of Culture, Youth Issues and Sports
with a special mandate for regulation and control over the export of cultural goods.
The above-mentioned agency

makes decisions related to the export or temporary export of the cultural goods
and registers them;
issues a certificate granting the right for the export or temporary export of the
cultural goods and charges a corresponding fee.

The certificate verifies the right to export or temporary export the cultural goods and
confirms carriage of the cultural goods through the country's border. The export or
temporary export of the cultural goods without the above-mentioned certificate is
prohibited, except for the goods of cultural significance of serial or mass production
and modern souvenir industry (see above).
Customs duties are not levied for the export or temporary export of the cultural
goods. However, there are cases, when the author of a piece of art, e.g. a picture,
exports his/her work to exhibit it abroad and registers it under the regime different
than “temporary export”. As a result, relevant customs duties are levied when these
works of art are being imported back to the Republic ofArmenia.

Vehicles Exported by Individuals

Export of Cultural Goods
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Cultural goods created more than 100 years ago

Diagram 1

Cultural goods
prohibited
for export

Cultural goods- included in the list of principal
values of the country's cultural heritage, which have
a historical, artistic, scientific or cultural significance

Cultural goods under the protection of the state,
entered into the registers or lists of the cultural values

under protection

Cultural goods permanently kept in the central
and local museums, archives, and libraries

Diagram 2

Items
considered

cultural goods

Historical goods

Items discovered as a result of archaeological studies and
archaeological dig, historical-archaeological items

Works of art, including:
handmade paintings and pictures;
original artistic constructions and fabricated structures;
items and sacred images (icons) for worship purposes,
made in an artistic shape
engraving, lithography and other articles of coinage
articles of applied art

artworks of the traditional folk crafts

-

-

-

-

-

Component parts and fragments of monuments
of a scientific-historical and worship significance

Antique books and documents

Rare specimen of manuscripts and archive
items (documents, photos and film-archives)

Rare musical instruments

Collections of postal stamps

Antique articles: instruments, pottery, facsimile,
coins, medals, seals, jewellery, arms

Rare botanical, zoological and geological collections

Furniture, tapestry, rugs, carpets, national costumes

Ethnographical and anthropological materials,
antique and rare publications



CHAPTER 4. BRIEF INFORMATION ON CUSTOMS PAYMENTS*

Customs Duties

Customs duties are mandatory payments to the state budget for transporting goods
and vehicles across the border of the country, provided by the customs legislation of
the Republic of Armenia. Customs duties and their rates are regulated by the
Customs Code of the Republic ofArmenia.
Customs duties are levied:

for the export of goods from the Republic ofArmenia**;
for the import of goods to the Republic ofArmenia;
for the export of certain goods from the Republic of Armenia and import of the
same goods to the Republic of Armenia during a certain period of the year
(according to season)***.

Customs duties are classified into the following categories:
value (ad valorem), calculated as percentage from the customs value of the
goods;
special (fixed), calculated based on special tariffs for the measurement units of
goods;
mixed, calculated by both value and special methods.

The following special customs duties have been established for protection of the
economic interests of the Republic of Armenia and encouragement of the economic
activities:

counteractive duties, applied in reaction to the discriminatory activities of
certain individuals, states or their coalitions directed against the Republic of
Armenia;
promotional duties, applied towards the reduction of the established tax
payments, imported from certain states.

Customs fee is a payment for customs services, at the rate established by the
Customs Code of the Republic of Armenia. Customs fee is a mandatory payment to
the state budget aimed at generation of funds for development of the customs
service system and maintenance of the material-technical and social base of the
customs authorities.
Customs fee is extracted within a three-day period since the moment of rendering
customs services. If the sum of the customs fee exceeds the established rate, then
the payer has the right to demand refund within three years from the payment. The
customs authorities can either credit the above-mentioned sum as a prepayment for
the subsequent fees, or return it to the payer within a 30-day period after receiving
his/her application.
If the customs fee is paid after the deadline established by the law, then a fine equal
to the 0.2% of the unpaid sum is levied for each overdue day.

The excise tax is an indirect tax levied for the import of certain goods. It is transferred
to the state budget in accordance to procedures, established by the RA Law on the
Excise Tax. The customs authorities of the Republic of Armenia levy the excise tax

Customs Fees

Excise Tax
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* More detailed information on the customs duties is planned to publish in a separate brochure.
** Currently a 0% rate is established.
*** Currently not prescribed by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia



for the import of the following goods: beer; grape wine and other types of wine,
derivatives from wine, ethyl alcohol and alcoholic beverages (such as brandy,
vodka, liquors and others), industrial substitutes of tobacco, cigars, cigarettes and
cigarillos (containing tobacco or its substitutes), gasoline, crude oil and oil products,
diesel oil, fuel gas and other gas carbohydrates (except natural gas). The excise tax
is levied from organizations (including the appropriately registered representations
and branches of foreign legal entities) and individuals, importing the above-
mentioned goods into the territory of the Republic ofArmenia.
The excise tax shall be paid within 10 days after the goods are imported.

In order to control the quality of goods, which are imported to the country and subject
to excise taxes, to correctly calculate and collect taxes and to protect the right of the
citizens, the Government of the Republic of Armenia established regulations
marking imported goods and goods produced in the country that are subject to
excise taxation. Here belong tobacco products, grape wine and other wines, ethyl
alcohol and alcoholic beverages.
The sum paid for acquisition of excise stamps for imported goods that are subject to
excise taxation, is considered a prepayment for the excise tax.
For their personal use, the citizens of the Republic of Armenia can import the
following amounts of goods that are subject to excise taxation, but not subject to
marking: 400 cigarettes and one litre or one bottle of alcoholic beverage (if the
capacity of the bottle is equal to 2 or more litres).
The excise stamps are purchased at the regional customs house, the zone of
operation of which includes the residential/registration address of the
individual/organization.
In order to purchase excise stamps, one shall submit the following documents:

an application (in 2 copies);
an original and a copy of the contract with the foreign partner (the original is
returned to the bearer of the tax declaration after comparing it with the copy);
an estimation of use of excise stamps.

The customs authorities add up and levy a value-added tax (VAT) on imported goods
and vehicles, except for:

goods, imported by organizations and individual entrepreneurs, which are levi-
ed with customs duty at the rate of 0% and are not subject to excise taxation*;
goods and vehicles imported by individuals, the quantity or value of which do
not exceed the limits provided by the RACustoms Code (see above).

The payment of VAT shall be done within 10 days and can be postponed only upon
submission of the bank guarantees within 10 days after the goods are imported.

The fixed fees are paid by organizations and individuals for import of diesel oil,
gasoline and tobacco products**.

Excise Stamps

Value-Added Tax

Fixed Fees
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* RA Law on the changes and amendments to the “RA Law on the Added Value”
** Fixed fees on the diesel oil, gasoline and tobacco products are prescribed by the RA Laws “On the Fixed
Payments for the Diesel Oil and Gasoline Imported into RA” and “On the Fixed Payments on the Tobacco Products”



Road Fees

Environmental Fees

The road fees are mandatory payments to the state budget, the procedures and
rates of which are provided by the RALaw on the Road Fees. These are intended for
generation of funds for construction, repair and other works performed on the
country's roads.
The road fees are charged for:

travelling on the roads of general use by vehicles registered in the foreign
countries;
travelling on the roads of general use by heavy-loaded transport vehicles;
travelling on the roads of general use by large-size transport vehicles.

For importing transport vehicles registered in foreign countries the road fees are
levied at the customs point, where the vehicles cross the border of the Republic of
Armenia. If these vehicles remain in the country for more than 30 days, then an
additional fee is charged for each 30 (or less) extra days and it is transferred to the
state budget within 5 days after the completion of each additional 30-day period.

Environmental fees are mandatory payments to the state budget according to the
procedures and rates established by the Republic ofArmenia Law on the Nature Use
and Environmental Payments aimed at generation of funds for financing nature
protection initiatives.
Nature protection fees are charged for:

importing goods which discharge polluting materials into air or water;
importing goods, which cause harm to the environment.

Transit goods are not subject to the environmental fees.
The fees for importing goods that cause harm to the environment are calculated
based on the customs value of those goods.
Payment of fees for emission of harmful substances by transport vehicles registered
in foreign countries is made at the moment of entry of these vehicles into the territory
of the Republic ofArmenia along with submission of the relevant payment document
to the customs authorities.
Fees for importing goods that cause harm to the environment are collected before or
during the customs formalities by submitting the payment document to the customs
authorities.
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Appendix 1

Regional Customs Houses according to
Territorial-Administrative Division of the Republic of Armenia
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Appendix 2

Cargo Manifest
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Appendix 3

Customs Declaration
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Appendix 4

Natural Quantities of Goods Imported by Foreigners
to the Republic of Armenia in Commercial Quantities according to
Customs Regimes “Import for Free Circulation” and “Re-import”

Approved by the Government of the RA
Decree #565 Dated June 28, 2001
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Note:
1.When the net quantity of goods mentioned in categories (subcategories) is different

from the specified quantity, the quantity of corresponding categories (subcategories)
shall be used.

2.“0” means that a good stated in the category or subcategory is prohibited for import
to the Republic of Armenia.
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Appendix 5

Cargo Customs Declaration for Individuals
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Appendix 5a

Additional Sheet of the Cargo Customs Declaration
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Appendix 6

Order of the Transfer of Customs Payments to the State Budget
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Appendix 7

Customs Payment Receipt 000000
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Appendix 8

Permit for Registration
at the SMI MIA of the Republic of Armenia

for the Temporary Import of Automotive Vehicles
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Appendix 9

Certificate of Registration
of the Automotive Vehicles

Imported to the Republic of Armenia
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Appendix 10

Goods Subject to Mandatory Certification
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